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50 Hurt Piaza, suiceg 1000
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December 21, 2007

ACCG supports 100 percent access to necessary health services and zero
disparities in the health status of our citizens. Currently, access to vital healthcare
services is on the decline throughout the state, rural and urban areas alike. The
current state of the healthcare system cannot be sustained and Medicaid funding
shortfalls exacerbate the problem statewide.

We acknowledge that access to healthcare hinges both on the level of
service provided, and the geographical location of available services. The
econontic vitality of our communities is related to the viability of hospitals and
doctors. County governments subsidize community resources such as hospitals,
health departments and emergency medical services with property tax revenues.
Without the partnership of the state and federal government for programs like
Medicaid, we cannot sustain or improve healthcare for our citizens.

ACCG supports and is proud to be a member of the ACCESS Healthcare
Coalition. This coalition seeks adequate compensation for all providers in the
healthcare industry which aims to insure access to healthcare for all Georgians
statewide. Specifically, ACCG and the coalition support the Department of
Community Health’s proposed budget recommendation which would increase
Medicaid funding. ACCG and the coalition also support the full reimbursement of
costs for emergency medical services.

ACCG asks that Medicaid reforms and their impacts are carefully
considered. The Medicaid program provides support for those especially in need
of healthcare services like the uninsured and underinsured. We recognize that
investment in the health care of this population can be directly related to later
healthcare savings and reduction in other social costs.

Sincerely,

(RO

Jerry R. Griffin
Executive Director



